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From Italy Surrey had learned the Petrarchan convention that
man's love is heated by the coldness of his lady: hence, the
poet must chose as the object of his love poems a lady whose
love he can never attain. Under the influence of these conven-
tions, Surrey was writing about love, not versifying his own
passion. Probably he intended his poems to his wife to be
simply panegyrics similar to his other love poems, but the
reader has little difficulty in convincing himself that he finds
hi them an underlying note of true feeling.
v. With the approach of the spring of 1546 the King thought
to enlarge his military activities on the Continent. He gave the
matter much of his attention, but he was slow to make definite
plans. On 8 March he ordered his secretary, Paget, to draw up
the following letter to Surrey:
My Very Good Lord:
With most hearty commendations; it may like you to under-
stand that I have received your several letters and have showed
to his Majesty the contents of them.
For answer to your questions, his Majesty hath willed me to
signify to your Lordship that, as touching the entertainment at
Boulogne of the Captains and their Lieutenants whose men have
been taken from them, his Highness thinketh that considering
they serve without having any command, they ought to be con-
tent with the wages which his Highness off ere th. If they be but
content now, they may, as occasion shall rise and places fall void,
be from time to time advanced further according to their merits.
And whereas your Lordship doubteth which of these Captains
and Lieutenants shall be with your Lordship and which with
my Lord of Hertford: albeit it was written that such as were
licensed by your Lordship to come over hither for their affairs
should return to that side again with my Lord of Hertford to serve
under him, and that the rest being at Boulogne should remain with
your Lordship. Yet, because it is uncertain to his Majesty which
of them be here in England, and which there, his Highness mind-
eth that all who have departed should return to be there with your
Lordship. They will thus be at Boulogne so that my Lord of Hert-
ford, at his coming over, can appoint such of them as shall be thought
meetest to occupy the places of rule which be, or shall be void.